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Setting up of committee to probe Deeds Office, a 

noble idea 

Just as parasitic leaches will suck the 

blood and strength of an animal, so cor-

ruption will weaken and destroy society 

and the economy that supports that so-

ciety. The government has set up a 

committee to deal with suspected cor-

ruption and alleged mismanagement at 

the Deeds Office that has seen fake title 

deeds flooding the property market.  

The 16-member All-Stakeholders com-

mittee is also meant to look into other 

issues affecting the Deeds Office will 

consist of two members representing 

each of the eight selected stakeholders 

to fight rampant underhand deals at the 

Deeds Office and line departments. The 

members were drawn from the Law So-

ciety of Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwe Re-

public Police, the High Court, the Sur-

veyor General’s Office, Deeds Office, 

Zimra, Estate Agents Council and the 

Registrar General’s Office Chief Regis-

trar of Deeds and Companies. The com-

mittee was established following a pub-

lic outcry over the rate at which fake 

title deeds were being used to dupe in-

nocent home seekers of their hard-

earned cash. 

 

In a normal situation the commission 

has two main functions, to seek the 

general causes of corruption and rec-

ommend the action needed to eliminate 

these, and to look at actual cases, see 

how the perpetrators can be hunted 

down, and then see how the door can 

be closed to stop the next one trying to 

get through.  

 

On the other hand there is need for the 

Deed’s office to upgrade the land regis-

try system and bring it at par with inter-

national standards. Deeds office should 

computerise their operations for by its 

very nature, the deeds office should 

have mechanisms in place that prevent 

such and should be held responsible for 

such utter incompetence. The commit-

tee should consider putting in place se-

curity measures to protect potential 

buyers. Verification of the authenticity 

of title deeds should be simple and 

available at the click of a button as in 

other jurisdictions. The commission will 

need some professional staff in our 

opinion; but they presumably can call 

on the police, the Auditor General or the 

equivalents in the private sector when 

necessary. 

 

Now that a commission has been set 

what is needed now are ideas, policies 

and a culture that makes cheating and 

corruption unacceptable. Conduct a 

search in the Deeds Office in terms of 

Section 9 of the Deeds Registries Act 

(Chapter 20:05) to ensure in the follow-

ing: 

 The authenticity of title deeds 

 The rightful registered owner of the 
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property 

 Any third party interested against the property 

 

Corruption in Zimbabwe remains a worrying cancer fuelled by ZANU PF which has 
used state resources to entrench its hold on power and to oil a patronage system. 

Despite continued calls for the investigation into corruption and increased account-
ability, it seems the cancer continues to spread, eating away the economy. The in-

clusive government has done little to put an end to corruption with reports of some 

Members of Parliament from across the political divide misappropriating thousands 
of dollars earmarked for development under the Community Development Fund 

(CDF). Such acts of primitive accumulation of wealth and self – enrichment of poli-
ticians at the expense of the poor majority is an assault of the country’s economic 

and social development.  
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Assist the Elderly to Understand the Draft Constitution 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition convened a civic education and community mobi-

lization meeting at Mutero Mission on Saturday 28 April 2012 with the objective of 

mobilizing people in the area to participate in the key political processes including 

the forthcoming referendum and possible elections. The meetings had bias to-

wards young people especially around encouraging them to register as voters and 

to vote in the next elections in Zimbabwe.  

The meeting was attended by 216 people, 128 of which were males and 88 fe-

males. Young people mostly high school students who were mobilized by the 

church leadership and teachers in the area were among the people who attended 

the meeting. The Coalition’s Acting Programs Manager, Mr. Nixon Nyikadzino who 

gave feedback on the constitution making process said the process was nearing 

completion and young people need to assist their parents and the elderly in under-

standing the contents of the draft constitution when it is availed by COPAC. Mr. 

Mutanga encouraged young people to desist from violence as the country enters 

the referendum and the elections. He said the President, Mr. Robert Mugabe has 

been speaking against violence and the message should cascade down to the 

grassroots. He encouraged the local leadership of political parties to speak out 

against violence. 

It however emerged that young people have been disenfranchised and are unwill-

ing to participate in political processes. The level of violence that prevailed during 

the 2008 elections has led to the withdrawal of young people from political pro-

cesses. They witnessed the violence at a very tender age and are traumatized by 

the events in the area. The healing processes have to begin to ensure that com-

munities can heal and prepare for elections. 

Participants also highlighted that civil society programs that seek to establish 

working relationships with traditional leaders must be strengthened in order to al-

low better access to communities. Experiences by the coalition in working with 

traditional leaders have shown that greater cooperation in programming can be an 

effective tool in dealing with perceptions, both from civil society and the leaders 

themselves. Some traditional leaders have been victims of the ZANU PF patronage 

system with serious consequences on the holding of free and fair elections in Zim-

babwe. For example some traditional leaders have been forced to ban activities of 

the pro- democracy actors in the area under their jurisdiction for the fear of losing 

the government vehicles and allowances, as if they are from ZANU PF. 
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Other issues that emerged include: 

 Registration is not going smoothly in most areas. The registrar general’s office 

does not stick to the working hours they claim to be open. 

 Some people are waiting for the delimitation exercise to be completed so that 

they are sure they are registering in the area they will be eligible to vote. In the 

past, people had to re-register after they were informed they are registered in 

the wrong wards. 

 ZANU PF has to put in place a succession plan for their leadership. The violence 

that has rocked Masvingo ZANU PF structures has broader implications on socie-

ty including people who are not in the political party. There are reports of fac-

tionalism related violence and intimidation in the Bikita and ZAKA areas of 

Masvingo.  
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Press Release  

‘Media Freedom Helping to Transform Society’ 

Every year, May 3rd is a date which is set aside to commemorate the fundamental 

principles of press freedom; to evaluate press freedom around the world, to de-

fend the media from attacks on their independence and to pay tribute to journal-

ists who have lost their lives in the exercise of their profession. 

The day which was proclaimed World Press Freedom Day by the United Nations 

General Assembly in 1993 following a recommendation adopted at the twenty-

sixth session of UNESCO’s General Conference in 1991 serves as an occasion to 

inform citizens of violations of press freedom. It is a reminder that in dozens of 

countries around the world, publications are censored, fined, suspended and 

closed down, while journalists, editors and publishers are harassed, attacked, de-

tained and even murdered.  

 

This year's theme, "Media Freedom Helping to Transform Society" indeed captures 

the fact that guaranteeing media freedoms will help transform the lives of the 

people and ultimately many nations. With these freedoms, governments are held 

accountable and the status quo is challenged. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition commemorates this day as a reminder to the govern-

ment of Zimbabwe of the need to respect its commitment to press freedom and is 

also a day of reflection among media professionals about issues of press freedom 

and professional ethics.  

 

Please find attached the The Coalition’s Press statement. 
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